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Summary
The Open Knowledge Initiative (O.K.I.) Repository 
OSID includes interfaces for integration among ap-
plications (consumers) and repository content (pro-
viders).  Applications use the OSID to gain access to 
content in a manner that hides the technical detail by 
which that content is provided.  This allows the ap-
plication to mange integration with a wide range of 
content providers without including the complexity 
inherent in supporting heterogeneous means of 
communication and data exchange.  The application 
is also insulated from technology changes made by 
providers which leads to a longer useful lifetime for 
an application and thereby a greater return on in-
vestment. 

The Sakai project is building and deploying a col-
laboration and learning environment for higher edu-
cation.  Sakai is a community effort and the software 
has been developed under a community source 
model similar to open source.   

Commercial vendors of learning object repositories, 
content management systems, learning manage-
ment systems, and their variations have already in-
vested in integration with popular commercial sys-
tems such as WebCT / BlackBoard. Now Sakai is an 
integration target for commercial vendors, many of 
whom have also been working with O.K.I. 

Sakai will include a repository service that federates 
among Repository OSID implementations.  The ser-
vice is an implementation of the O.K.I. OSID’s Re-
positoryManager – the interface that provides ac-
cess to repositories and handles search requests. 

With Sakai’s incorporation of the Repository OSID 
as its repository service, there are some immediate 
benefits: 

• Sakai tools can work with any Repository 
OSID implementation to access data 
sources. 

• Sakai gains immediate access to data 
sources already provided via a Repository 
OSID implementation.  

• Vendors that have already developed Re-
pository OSID support need to make no fur-
ther investment to have their data sources 
available in Sakai. 

• Since the Repository OSID is maintained 
through the IMS Global Learning Consor-
tium specification maintenance process, the 
community increases the leverage of stan-
dards.
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